
Low Impact Development
For a Better Boerne



What is a Watershed?

Also Called a “Water Catchment”

A watershed is like a funnel.  Water that falls on 
a watershed flows down hill and concentrates 
at the lowest point in the watershed.  

As water flows across a 
watershed it can come into 
contact with pollutants that 
are then carried into creeks 
and streams.

Low Impact Development 
strategies and practices are 
designed to limit the 
amount of pollutants that 
migrate into creeks and 
streams.



LID Filters Water
Water that falls upon the city’s watershed becomes drinking and recreation water for the region.   

Low Impact Development filters water before it enters   the creeks and recharge zones.  
LID is a responsible and ethical approach to surface water management.



LID Protects Our Natural Resources

As cities grow, trash and pollutants increase in waterways 
and flooding becomes more frequent and intense.  

LID can reduce the trash and flood intensity. 

Want this? Or this?



Comparing Low Impact Development
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Bioswales
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There are many LID techniques.  
Bioswales are a common 

feature of low impact 
developments.



Curb Cuts
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Curb Cuts move water from 
streets into bioswales and other 
LID features.  

Curb Cuts can be used for both 
new development and retrofits to 
urban and suburban landscapes.
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Bioswales
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Pervious Pavement

Pervious pavement has become 
a common LID tool.  

Research conducted by the 
University of Texas has shown 
significant reductions of heavy 
metals and petrochemicals when 
pervious asphalt is utilized.
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Pervious Sidewalks
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Pervious Parking
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Source: “Reducing Stormwater Costs through Low Impact 
Development Strategies & Practices,”  December 2007



Additional Resources

HCA: Patrick Heath Public Library
http://www.hillcountryalliance.org/uploads/HCA/LID2013.pdf

Provides information about the Patrick Heath Public Library project 
and Low Impact Development considerations. 

Low Impact Development:  A Cost Comparison
http://www.eorinc.com/pdf/development-maintenance-cost.pdf

Provides cost analysis comparing LID with conventional practices.

Green Streets and Parking Lots Design Book
http://www.flowstobay.org/files/greenstreets/GreenStreets_booklayout_Guidebook.pdf

A very visual exploration of Low Impact Development approaches.

San Antonio River Authority LID Technical Guidance Manual
https://www.sara-tx.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Full-LID-Manual.pdf

The template for the City of Boerne’s manual, which does not yet appear to be publicly available. 

Banking on Green
https://www.asla.org/uploadedFiles/CMS/Government_Affairs/Federal_Government_Affairs/

Banking%20on%20Green%20HighRes.pdf
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